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Subject:
Free Trade Agreement with the Republic of China, Taiwan
The Commission’s DG Enterprise and Industry has stated the following: ‘The Communication Global Europe: Competing in the World from 2006 sets out that trade policy can contribute to creating growth and jobs in Europe. It argues that our openness to others, and their openness to us, are critical and mutually reinforcing factors in European competitiveness. Traditionally, barriers to trade were addressed mainly through reductions in tariffs. But to create open markets in the 21st century, Europe needs to look beyond tariff reduction to the trade barriers that lie behind borders. As tariffs fall, these barriers – such as restrictive regulations or standards – become increasingly important. There is therefore a need to step up our engagement with the major emerging economies, particularly in Asia, where there is potential for growth. This is why the European Commission proposed a new generation of competitiveness-driven bilateral free trade agreements with key partners, in which economic criteria is a primary consideration.’

The Commission’s DG Trade has said: ‘Trade between the EU and Taiwan has increased more than eightfold over the past two decades. ... The EU is Taiwan’s fourth trade partner after China, the USA and Japan. In 2011, Taiwan was the EU’s seventh largest trading partner in Asia.’

On the basis of the above-detailed goals and facts, can the Commission provide information on the state of play concerning the proposed EU-Taiwan Free Trade Agreement, and state what future action is planned by the DGs concerned?
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