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Subject: Legal protection in third countries of registered designations of origin (PDO) and 
geographical indications (PGI)

On 3 January 2013, the amended EU regulatory framework provisions on quality schemes for 
agricultural products designed to ensure more effective protection for designations of origin (PDO) 
and geographical indications (PGI) entered into force (Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 of 21 November 
2012, OJ L 343, 14.12.2012). In addition, the EP Committee on Agriculture adopted a draft legislative 
resolution drawn up by José Bové (A7-0279/2012 of 21 September 2012) on the proposal for a 
regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No 3/2008 on information provision and promotion 
measures for agricultural products on the internal market and in third countries (COM(2011)0663). 
Following the adoption of my amendments regarding PDO/PGI and TSG products in the EU, the 
scope of the provisions was extended to include the monitoring of compliance by third countries, 
assistance in registering protected designations in third countries and preventing any misuse thereof.

There still remains open the question of more effective protection for products governed by quality 
systems vis-à-vis EU trading partners under bilateral and interregional trade agreements and within 
the framework of the World Trade Organisation (TRIPS agreements).

According to the Greek organisations representing those concerned, the direct or indirect use or 
misuse of registered Greek designations (for example, feta) and the use of trademarks or other 
insignia on labels, implying that the products in question (for example, yoghurts) are of Greek origin, is 
assuming alarming proportions on third country markets.

In view of this:

– What action will the Commission take within the EU’s regulatory financial and contractual 
framework to step up legal protection on third country markets for agricultural products governed 
by EU quality systems?

– How will it ensure that, for the purposes of trade within the Union and export to third countries, 
Member States will refrain from dealing in products which encroach on registered PDOs or 
PGIs? 

– Can it give comparative data concerning the value of PDO, PGI and TSG products in the 
individual EU Member States?


