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Question for written answer E-001357/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Marta Andreasen (EFD)

Subject: Payments by the Commission to lobbyists

On 31 January 2013 I received in my pigeon-hole (as did other MEPs) a document from the director of 
an organisation called ‘Transport and Environment’, lobbying for a vote in plenary in favour of a report 
by the Committee on the Environment on measures on vehicle noise.

The document did not reveal what ‘Transport and Environment’ was, but I discovered it is a Brussels-
based NGO, whose website discreetly acknowledges funding support from the Commission.

A link to the EU Transparency Register reveals that in 2010, of this organisation’s total budget of EUR 
1 345 662, the Commission’s contribution was EUR 245 079 (over 18 %) and that the total public-
sector contribution was in excess of 33 %. Astonishingly, only EUR 35 175 (2.6 %) came from the 
organisation’s membership. The Commission’s own transparency information for 2010 confirms this 
amount as being an operating grant from Commission budget line 07 03 07: LIFE+ (Financial 
Instrument for the Environment 2007 to 2013).

1. Does the Commission believe that an organisation which receives such a large proportion of its 
funding from public-sector sources can be accurately described as an NGO?

2. Does the Commission agree that it would have been better if the leaflet distributed by ‘Transport 
and Environment’ had been open about who these people are and how they are funded?

3. Could the Commission explain how the operating grant paid to ‘Transport and Environment’ is 
compliant with the stated aims of the budget line from which it was paid?

4. Does the Commission consider it a good use of taxpayers’ money for the European institutions to 
pay NGOs to lobby them to do things that they wish to do anyway?


