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Charalampos Angourakis (GUE/NGL)

Subject: Preservation of antiquities uncovered during work on the Thessaloniki Metro

The excavations carried out by the 9th Inspectorate of Byzantine Antiquities in the Venizelos station 
area of the Thessaloniki Metro have uncovered the impressively complete ‘heart’ of the Byzantine city: 
a 76 metre-long section of the main paved road (decumanus) in a very good state of preservation, 
ruins of city building from the 6th to the 9th centuries AD, and large public buildings from the 7th 
century, something extremely rare for the Byzantine world.

The paved highway and its intersection with the older route taken by present-day Venizelos Street, 
which ran down to the harbour, and the remains of the buildings lining these ancient streets form a 
whole, which, according to the provisions of international conventions protecting cultural heritage, 
may not be moved, which means that everything necessary must be done to exhibit them in situ.

Nevertheless, and in defiance of the advice of the Association of Greek Archaeologists, the Central 
Archaeological Council has issued an opinion in favour of detaching and transferring the antiquities to 
Pavlos Melas military camp to the west of Thessaloniki, thereby agreeing to the proposal put forward 
by Attiko Metro’s technical staff. The Deputy Minister has since signed a ministerial decision, which, if 
unopposed, will forever deprive the city of Thessaloniki of the chance of acquiring a unique 
archaeological site in an underground station.

It should be noted that the Thessaloniki Metro construction projects form part of the NSRF.

Given the importance of these antiquities, many of the city’s grass-roots organisations and the 
Association of Greek Archaeologists are demanding the reversal of the decision to transfer the 
antiquities to Pavlos Melas military camp and urging that a technical solution be found to preserve 
them in situ as an archaeological site that can be visited inside Venizelos station so that commuters 
can learn about the history of their city as they travel underground. They are also calling for the 
continuation and expansion of the archaeological excavations at Venizelos station in Thessaloniki 
Metro.

In view of the above, how does the Commission stand regarding the legitimate demands of these 
Thessaloniki grass-roots organisations?


