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Subject: Tendering rules for ferry services

Ferry connections are essential for small local communities all over the EU, but it is often expensive 
and difficult to establish such connections, and they can rarely be operated on a purely commercial 
basis. Shipping operators have to invest a lot of money in ferry links which they risk losing after six 
years when the operation has to be put out to tender again.

The Commission’s requirements for the reduction of the sulphur content of marine fuels will increase 
the amount operators have to invest, as the ferries will either be forced to switch from bunker oil to a 
more expensive alternative or to pay more for low-sulphur bunker oil.

On 20 March 2011 I asked the Commission (Question E-003436/2011) how it viewed the idea of 
extending the tendering period for ferry operations of a given size so that it becomes more attractive 
to invest in ferry operation. 

The Commission answered that while Regulation (EC) No 3577/92 does not provide for a maximum 
duration of a public service contract, the Commission had given as an indication a duration of 6 years 
in its interpretative communication1. The Commission also explained that it was currently reflecting on 
possible extension of this duration in the new interpretative communication, due to be published in 
2011. This interpretative communication has not yet been published.

Does the Commission expect to amend the rules to extend the tendering period for ferry services so 
that it becomes more profitable to invest in ferry operations, and when is the interpretative 
communication expected to be ready?

1 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and 
Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the interpretation of Council Regulation (EEC) No 
3577/92 applying the principle of freedom to provide services to maritime transport within Member States 
(maritime cabotage) from 22.12.2003, COM(2003)595 as amended by the Communication from 11.5.2006, 
COM(2006)196.


