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Subject: Impact study on the end of milk quotas in Europe

Since the last plenary session in Strasbourg, in March 2013, it has been reported on social media, 
and by members of the European Parliament, that the Commission is in possession of the results of a 
study, including details on the impact of the end of milk quotas in Europe, which predicts an utterly 
dismal and catastrophic future for the EU’s dairy sector, in which only Denmark and the Netherlands, 
according to the document, could actually maintain their production at a sustainable level.

Since the start of my mandate I have expressed concern about ending milk quotas and the 
consequences it will have for many regions of the EU. The Commission will recall the meeting that we 
held, together with my colleague Mr Capoulas Santos and with the leadership of the Socialist Party 
parliamentary group for the Azores, in which we agreed that it was important to add an assessment of 
the regional dimension to the study currently looking at the future development of the dairy sector in a 
post-quotas scenario, especially in regions with high levels of production, such as the Azores, but 
which have the specific characteristics of outermost regions, such as being far away from markets 
and being small in size.

On hearing this news, I therefore contacted the Commission, which referred me to the office of the 
Director-General, whose assistant assured me that there were no results from this study yet, or from 
any other study.

The rumours persist, however, pointing to another study, different from the one I mention above in the 
context of the meeting that we held, from before the latter was even designed. I would therefore like 
directly to ask: are there any preliminary results yet from the study in progress?

Are there any other studies with data on the impact of the end of milk quotas in Europe, which predict 
a dismal future for the sector and which conclude that only two Member States, namely Denmark and 
the Netherlands, will be able to maintain sustainable production?


