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Question for written answer E-004256/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
François Alfonsi (Verts/ALE), Jean-Jacob Bicep (Verts/ALE), Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (ALDE), 
Jill Evans (Verts/ALE), Kinga Gál (PPE), Alajos Mészáros (PPE), Ana Miranda (Verts/ALE), 
Ulrike Rodust (S&D), Raül Romeva i Rueda (Verts/ALE), Csaba Sándor Tabajdi (S&D), Nils 
Torvalds (ALDE), László Tőkés (PPE), Giommaria Uggias (ALDE) and Edit Bauer (PPE)

Subject: Commission support for the Liet International festival

For a number of years, the Liet International association has organised a song festival dedicated to 
artists who sing in European minority languages.

The event is widely broadcast on television and takes its inspiration from the annual Eurovision Song 
Contest. It is held in a large hall, the public vote via the Internet and the winner is decided by a jury 
made up of representatives of all the cultural identities taking part.

It has given a platform to Sami, Asturian, Corsican, Breton and Welsh artists, to name but a few, thus 
showcasing a European cultural and linguistic diversity that is all too often missing from official 
festivals.

Devoting a major cultural and media event, which strikes an international chord, to some of the most 
endangered languages and cultures in Europe inspires some of the youngest cultural and language 
stakeholders to reclaim these endangered European languages and revive them.

There is one question: the organisers of this European festival have only had their repeated requests 
to the Commission for financial support turned down. Why have they been turned down?

Can they expect a more positive attitude towards the 2013 festival, which will be held in December?

The undersigned Members of the European Parliament maintain that the festival is a cultural event of 
great interest for Europe, which meets all the conditions to receive financial support, both for 
arranging the festival and for broadcasting it on television.


