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Subject: State aid for regional airports

The Commission is currently preparing a proposal for the revision of the legislation governing the 
facility to grant State aid to airports. According to the available information, the proposal that is under 
discussion would result in the decommissioning of the majority of the 36 regional airports located 
around Sweden.

The regions of Sweden that we represent would be seriously affected by this. The airports include 
those in Mora, Borlänge, Skellefteå, Arvidsjaur, Pajala, Örnsköldsvik, Norrköping, Linköping, Kalmar, 
Växjö, Karlstad and Jönköping. All of these airports are important for communications with 
conurbations like Stockholm, Gothenburg and Malmö, and for transfer traffic to destinations abroad. If 
the Commission’s proposal is implemented, it will also not be possible for Sweden to use its own 
judgment to subsidise any investments in aviation that are deemed important for jobs and growth. The 
proposal would have a negative impact on the ski resort of Sälen, for example, where there are plans 
to build an airport to develop the visitor and tourism industry.

In terms of surface area, Sweden is the EU’s third largest country and at the same time one of the 
EU’s most sparsely populated countries, with just 21 inhabitants per square kilometre. Given these 
circumstances, an effective transport infrastructure is crucial for jobs, growth and employment 
throughout Sweden. The regional airports are often linked to a local industry, tourism or a university 
that is entirely dependent on effective communications.

If the Commission’s plans are implemented, it will deal a severe blow to Sweden’s chances of 
ensuring effective national communications. 

1. Can the Commission guarantee that the new State aid rules for the aviation sector will not 
threaten Sweden’s regional airports?

2. Can the Commission promise that the new State aid rules for the aviation sector will respect the 
special conditions that apply to employment, regional cohesion and growth in sparsely populated 
EU Member States like Sweden?


