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Subject: Wine exports to the USA

The EU is a major exporter of agricultural products. Wine is one of the most important agricultural 
exports and the USA is one of our most important export markets.

In recent years, there has been an increase in problems with pesticide controls on imports into the 
USA.

A prime example is Penconazole, which is approved for use on grapes in the EU but is an 
unregistered pesticide in the USA.

The USA has stringent customs controls which detect numerous active substances from plant 
protection products which may be present in trace amounts. Many of these pesticides are not 
recognised by the USA.

Products with trace amounts of these substances are rejected by US customs because of the existing 
zero-tolerance principle, even though there is no health risk to the consumer.

1. How is it possible that some pesticides which are registered in the EU are not recognised in the 
USA? Would the mutual recognition of registered pesticides be possible?

2. What is the Commission doing about the zero-tolerance principle which is obstructing/disturbing 
exports from the EU to the USA?

3. Does the Commission intend to address this issue in its forthcoming negotiations with the USA 
on a transatlantic Free Trade Agreement and deliver an effective solution (for instance as part of 
an ambitious SPS chapter)?


