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Csaba Sándor Tabajdi (S&D), Kinga Göncz (S&D) and Edit Herczog (S&D)

Subject: Far-right violence in Ukraine

In the 2012 parliamentary elections in Ukraine, members of the far-right Ukrainian Freedom Party 
were elected to the national parliament, the effect of which is a sanctioning of ideas and slogans 
which are extreme, xenophobic, anti-minority and anti-Semitic. The party’s leader has talked about the 
‘Moscow Jewish mafia’, and one of its MPs made a statement about an American actress of 
Ukrainian-Jewish descent which was liable to incite hatred. A number of times during the campaign, 
party members made anti-Semitic comments and held demonstrations in western Ukraine which were 
intimidatory, xenophobic and anti-Semitic.

On 15 March, Ukrainian nationalists, presumably also connected to Svoboda, attacked two groups of 
Hungarians – made up mainly of young children – who were hiking in Ungvár and, using abusive 
language, tore off the cockades they were wearing to mark the Hungarian national day. Also in March, 
the party held a torchlight procession in Beregszász aimed at intimidating the Hungarian minority and 
has spoken out strongly against the teaching of the Hungarian minority in the area in their own 
language.

Negotiations are under way between the EU and Ukraine on visa liberalisation and a free trade 
agreement. Several times during the past two years the EU has warned Ukraine that the 
imprisonment of opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko is in breach of the fundamental principles of the 
rule of law. It has repeatedly stated that the conclusion of a free trade agreement is conditional on 
respect for human rights.

In light of the above, does the Commission intend to warn Ukraine that demonstrations by far-right 
groups and violence against members of minorities are unacceptable?

Does it intend to warn the Ukrainian leadership that the rise of extreme groups may have a negative 
impact on Ukraine’s association with the EU?

What means does the Commission intend to use in order to ensure that the rights of minorities in 
Ukraine, and in particular those of the Hungarian minority, are respected?


