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Question for written answer E-005869/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Franziska Katharina Brantner (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Additional financial support for Egypt: EUR 200 million top-up in the hope of a greater 
return on investment

In the Joint Communication of 25 May 2011 on the review of the European Neighbourhood, the 
Commission and the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy state that with the 
EU’s new approach, ‘increased EU support to its neighbours is conditional. It will depend on progress 
in building and consolidating democracy and respect for the rule of law’1.

In its proposals for the European Neighbourhood Instrument (2014-2020), the Commission confirms 
the incentive-based approach and states that additional financial support, i.e. a greater return on 
investment from the SPRING and EPICS umbrella programmes will be granted based on progress in 
reforms on deep democracy, and respect for the rule of law and human rights.

According to the Joint Communication from 25 May 2011, the elements involved in building deep 
democracy are:

– free and fair elections;

– freedom of association, expression and assembly, and a free press and media;

– administration of the rule of law by an independent judiciary and the right to a fair trial;

– combating corruption;

– reform of the security and law enforcement sector (including the police), and the establishment of 
democratic control over armed and security forces.

In May 2013, Mr Štefan Füle, the Commissioner responsible for enlargement and European 
neighbourhood policy, communicated in writing to the President of Egypt, Mr Mohamed Morsi, that an 
additional EUR 200 million in financial support from the SPRING umbrella programme would be 
allocated to Egypt.

Could the Commission outline the basis on which the criteria for the granting of this EUR 200 million 
in additional financial support to Egypt were selected?

1 See http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/pdf/com_11_303_en.pdf, page 6.


