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Question for written answer E-005873/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Philippe Lamberts (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Legal obligation for the Commission to disclose the methodologies, assumptions and 
relevant parameters that underpin its macroeconomic and budgetary forecasts

Pursuant to Article 4(2) of Council Directive 2011/85/EU of 8 November 2011 on the budgetary 
framework requirements of Member States, ‘the Commission shall make public the methodologies, 
assumptions and relevant parameters that underpin its macroeconomic and budgetary forecasts’1.

The recently adopted Regulation (EU) No 472/2013 on the strengthening of economic and budgetary 
surveillance of Member States in the euro area experiencing or threatened with serious difficulties 
with respect to their financial stability foresees an assessment of the sustainability of the government 
debt of these countries. Furthermore, Article 6 specifies that ‘the Commission shall make public the 
macroeconomic scenario, including the growth scenario, the relevant parameters underpinning the 
assessment of the sustainability of the government debt of the Member State concerned, and the 
estimated impact of the aggregate budgetary measures on economic growth’2.

Drawing on the abovementioned directive and regulation, I request that:

1. all the information underpinning the macroeconomic, budgetary and debt forecasts for the EU in 
general, as well as any specific methodology, assumption or parameter relevant to country 
forecasts, be provided by the Commission;

2. in particular the data (models, assumptions and parameters) underpinning the debt sustainability 
assessment of the so-called ‘programme countries’, i.e. Cyprus, Greece, Ireland and Portugal, be 
obtained;

3. in the spirit of the economic dialogue procedure foreseen in the six pack and the two pack, a 
public event with the European institutions and social partners, and with NGOs, academics and 
national statistics bodies, be organised so as to exchange views on this material, with a view to 
adjusting it where necessary.

1 See http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:306:0041:0047:EN:PDF, page 45.
2 See http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:140:FULL:EN:PDF, page 6.


