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Question for written answer E-006286/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Charalampos Angourakis (GUE/NGL)

Subject: Methodical abolition of state nurseries

At present, thousands of young parents in Greece need nursery places for their children and must 
face the fact that local councils will be unable to provide nursery places for their children in 
September. Hundreds of buildings have already been allowed to fall into disrepair over the past year, 
due to a lack of funding. Also, staff numbers are continually being cut back; no permanent staff are 
being recruited and nursery school teachers are being recruited on 2-month, 4-month and 8-month 
contracts, disregarding the serious need for continuity in the care of infants and babies.

The economic crisis is being used as a pretext by the three-party coalition (New Democracy, PASOK 
and DIMAR) and the local authorities to make further cuts to funding for nurseries. In 2000, when 
nurseries were free, had permanent staff and were the responsibility of local authorities, a nursery 
privatisation programme was launched by national governments and the EU. The cutbacks are 
affecting thousands of unemployed and uninsured parents who cannot even apply for places, in total 
disregard for the needs of their children (infants up to the age of two), as drastic cuts are being made 
to infant classes, and the young parents as a whole, who have to pay ever-rising fees, at a time when 
the standard of buildings and infrastructures, food, heating and medical care for infants is falling.

The nurseries which are still open are increasingly reliant on financing under European programmes 
with cut-off dates which cannot, however, meet their needs. At the same time, the framework for 
handing nurseries over to social organisations and NGOs, which will put an end to proper care for 
infants and babies, is being prepared.

Parents are calling for free, modern, safe, nurseries run by their local authorities, which are properly 
and suitably housed, have the necessary infrastructure, provide quality food and have permanent, 
trained staff in adequate numbers, a single pre-school education authority and a standard 
pedagogical programme, funded from the national budget.

What are the Commission’s views on these reasonable requests by parents?


