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Question for written answer E-006299/2013
to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative)
Rule 117
Daniel Caspary (PPE), Elmar Brok (PPE), Michael Gahler (PPE) and Ingeborg Gräßle (PPE)

Subject: VP/HR - European Union Strategy in the South Caucasus

In its resolution of 20 May 2010 on the need for an EU strategy for the South Caucasus 
(P7_TA(2010)0193), Parliament expressed its deep concern at the fact that refugees and internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) caught up in the conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan were being 
denied fundamental rights. Parliament called on all parties to find a speedy solution to this problem in 
accordance with the principles of international law and, in this context, demanded inter alia the 
withdrawal of Armenian forces from all occupied Azerbaijani territories.

In the resolution, Parliament took the view that the EU has the opportunity to make an important 
contribution to the peaceful resolution of the conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

1. The United Nations and other international organisations have repeatedly condemned the 
occupation of the Nagorno-Karabakh region. What is the European Union’s position on this?

2. Does the European Union have a strategy that can lead to a resolution of the conflict? What is 
this strategy, specifically, and what concrete steps have the competent authorities taken so far? 
In what ways can the people of Nagorno-Karabakh exercise their right to self-determination?

3. In its resolution of 20 May 2010, Parliament requested an investigation into whether the 
population of Nagorno-Karabakh and IDPs and refugees in the region could be granted 
humanitarian aid and support. What specific action has been taken so far?

4. Azerbaijan is an important energy partner for many countries of the European Union when it 
comes to oil and gas. Against this background, the security of supply routes and pipeline 
infrastructure is of great importance. That is where the conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh poses a 
particular risk. How does the Vice-President/High Representative assess this risk and what is her 
strategy for minimising this risk?


