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Subject: Food security of citizens of … China?

With its 23 official languages, soon to be augmented by Croatian, the European Union is theoretically 
dedicated to promoting multilingualism in Europe and throughout the world.

This respect for linguistic diversity is especially important, because it enables citizens to obtain 
information on action by the European Union and to understand the rules that apply. In this respect, 
the internet plays a vital role in granting European citizens fast access to accurate and 
comprehensive information. I also salute the work of numerous European Commission directorates 
general working to ensure that information is available in all the languages of the European Union.

Unfortunately, however, some websites containing crucial information for European citizens, for 
example on the subjects of public health and food security, are only partly translated, if at all.

Given the interest which European citizens have in issues relating to genetically modified organisms 
(GMO), for example, why is the page on the Directorate General for Health and Consumers on this 
issue only available in English and … Chinese1? 

1. Even if we must salute the Commission’s interest in the Chinese language, are European 
citizens not entitled to obtain that information on GMO in their own language, before it is 
translated into the languages of third countries?

2. Has the Directorate General for Health and Consumers made provision for its website to be 
available in all the Union languages in the future, in order to reply to the questions which the 500 
million citizens of the European Union are asking themselves?

3. Has the Commission planned any specific action to ensure that all citizens have access in all 
languages to key information?

1 see http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biotechnology/index_en.htm


