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Subject: Chinese duties on European wine exports

The recent introduction of anti-dumping measures on imports of solar panels manufactured in China 
has prompted a strong reaction from the Chinese Government, which, in response, has launched an 
enquiry and openly threatened to introduce duties on European wine exports, one of the areas of 
excellence of EU exports.  

This measure will mainly impact on the three EU countries – France, Spain and Italy – which had 
openly supported the Commission’s anti-dumping measures. According to 2012 statistics, EU exports 
of wine to China were worth EUR 763 million, of that sum; Italy accounted for 77 million, Spain for 89 
million and France for 546 million.

In this political context and in light of the above, there is strong evidence that China may be 
introducing the duties as a means of retaliation against the European anti-dumping measures on solar 
panels.

In light of this information and of the potential threat to EU wine exports, can the Commission state 
what action it intends to take to ensure that the interests of the wine exporting countries are not 
affected? More specifically, what preventative measures are being considered to stop these duties 
from being introduced?


