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Subject: Future of relations between the European Union, Ukraine and the Eurasian Customs 
Union

Ukraine is a key partner for the European Union, and we maintain links with the country through both 
the Neighbourhood Policy and the Eastern Partnership. The ongoing negotiations on an association 
agreement intended to replace the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement are proof of our 
willingness to intensify these relations. During the EURONEST Assembly which took place on 
28 May 2013, Commissioner Stefan Füle very clearly emphasised the importance of maintaining the 
closest possible relations.

He also noted that the European Union had clearly set out its position on the issue of shared 
neighbourhood with Russia. In his words, ‘the EU is prepared to engage in constructive dialogue with 
its Russian neighbour and the countries involved in order to find a pragmatic solution to the 
unresolved issues arising from the fact that signature of an association agreement with the European 
Union would be incompatible with membership of the Eurasian Customs Union’.

Ukraine recently signed a memorandum on the intensification of cooperation with the Eurasian 
Customs Union and will of course be at the very centre of these discussions. It is therefore time to 
pick up the pace of efforts to resolve the issue, since these developments have led to a great deal of 
uncertainty over the future of our relations with some of our strategic partners and give rise to a 
number of questions, particularly in the field of energy policy.

The Vilnius Summit planned for November 2013 is still a long way off, and we would like to know what 
options the Commission is currently weighing up: what steps does it plan to take to ensure balanced 
relations between Ukraine, the European Union and the Eurasian Union, and how will it ensure that 
these steps are universally acceptable?


