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Subject: Possible infringement of public procurement legislation at the expense of AnsaldoBreda

On 3 June 2013, NMBS, the Belgian national rail company, unilaterally officially rescinded its contract 
with Italian company AnsaldoBreda for the manufacture of three high-speed ‘Fyra V250’ trains. In 
addition, NS, the Dutch national rail company, announced it was withdrawing from the contract for the 
manufacture of 16 trains, nine of which have already been delivered. The total value of these 
contracts is approximately EUR 400 million. These products have passed all the safety tests, 
obtaining the relevant certifications for being placed in service and the relevant permits issued in 
compliance with the rules and certifications laid down by national and European legislation.

At a time of economic crisis in Europe and internationally, we fear that, in addition to damaging the 
opportunities for European citizens to benefit from a technologically advanced cross-border transport 
service, such actions may have adverse effects on employment levels and on the supply chain of a 
company that is currently a European leader in the transport sector, with over 2 400 employees.

As the European Union is particularly interested in the development of European transport networks, 
can the European Commission say: 

– Is such conduct in line with public procurement legislation?

– Does such conduct have an adverse impact on harmonious developmentin the context of 
transnational European projects for high-speed transport networks?

– Has an assessment been made of the potential consequences on the economy and employment 
levels, giving an overview of the situation?


