
944403.EN PE 517.531

Question for written answer E-008898/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Marie-Christine Vergiat (GUE/NGL), Cecilia Wikström (ALDE), Franziska Keller (Verts/ALE), 
Cornelia Ernst (GUE/NGL), Sylvie Guillaume (S&D), Hélène Flautre (Verts/ALE), Jean Lambert 
(Verts/ALE), Barbara Lochbihler (Verts/ALE) and Judith Sargentini (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Intended pushback by the Maltese Government of Somali migrants to Libya (9 July 2013)

It is clear from the Maltese Government’s attempt to carry out pushbacks and forced returns of Somali 
migrants to Libya on 9 July 2013 that such actions would have occurred had it not been for a 
concerted civil society protest at multiple levels.

– What steps will the Commission take to ensure that Member States do not engage in such 
returns, which violate EU and international law as pointed out by Commissioner Malmström in 
her statement of 9 July 2013?

– What specific measures would the Commission take against a Member State which pushes (or 
attempts to push) migrants back to a third country known to be unsafe, and without having 
properly assessed the migrants’ protection claims? Does the Commission envisage the use of 
infringement proceedings? Will it consider the possibility of issuing warnings to Member States 
when plans for such pushbacks come to light? Has it engaged with the Maltese Government on 
this issue since the incident?

– What guarantees have been and/or can be put in place to ensure that Frontex- coordinated 
operations are not involved in such measures and that EU funds are not being used to implement 
them?

– What measures is the Commission taking in order to ensure that migrants who claim to be in 
need of protection have immediate and unimpeded access to lawyers, NGOs and the UNHCR, 
as well as to adequate (asylum) procedures and reception conditions?

– Given that Malta has consistently called for greater solidarity from the Union in dealing with the 
ongoing situation, can the Commission clarify what measures are currently available to Malta and 
what further measures, if any, it proposes in order to support Malta’s efforts in dealing with the 
arrival of undocumented migrants?


