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Subject: Dismissal of teachers in Greece

On Wednesday, 31 July, the Greek Ministry of Education published a list of 2 122 names of technical 
education teachers who are to be made redundant at the demand of the Troika.

The Ministry of Education has abolished about half the technical studies specialities in secondary 
education in the country, citing, inter alia, a comparative study of European technical education 
systems.

Some of the teachers being made redundant were recruited through written examinations of the 
Supreme Personnel Selection Council and have top qualifications and teaching experience and have 
made a recognised contribution to education.

The absurdity of the decision to implement the Troika's demands can best be grasped by considering 
the case of a graphics teacher: together with other teachers, she received an Excellence in Innovation 
award from the Greek Ministry of Education for creating a three-dimensional pop-up book featuring an 
innovative application of computers which was adapted for use by people with special needs. She had 
also taken part in a number of European cooperation programmes, such as the 'Leonardo' and 
'Comenius' programmes, and exchanges, particularly with schools in Germany.

In view of the above, will the Commission say:

- Given that these are real human beings and families that are being destroyed, what steps has it 
taken to enable those involved to get their jobs back? What is the point of restructuring the public 
sector if this leads to the marginalisation or emigration of Greece's scientific potential?

- Have the Commission and the relevant Directorate been notified of the comparative study of 
European technical education systems? Has any opinion been drawn up about the best way to adjust 
to European standards? Is it taking account of the social, economic and educational consequences?

- What is the rationale behind funding innovation projects in European education, given that the 
creators of innovative actions who have been awarded prizes for their work are being made 
redundant as a result of short-sighted decision-making?


