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Subject: Commission's financial transparency system

The Commission’s financial transparency system contains the following caveats in annex to the 2012 
financial data released:

‘Please note that important changes had to be implemented in the Financial Transparency System 
(FTS) following the entry into force of the EU new Financial Regulation and its rules of application. 
These have an impact on the publication of financial year 2012 data onwards. The main changes are 
as follows:

No information on public procurement contracts lower than EUR 15 000 will be published. In practice 
the number of items may decrease substantially. It may happen that information on a given 
beneficiary was provided through FST in 2011, but it is not provided for 2012 even though the sums 
contracted by the same beneficiary were similar in volume on both occasions.

There will be no more confidential names of beneficiaries, where the text ‘confidential’ or ‘natural 
person’ appeared instead of the beneficiary’s name. The publication shall be waived if the disclosure 
risks threatening the rights and freedoms of individuals concerned as protected by the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union or harm the commercial interests of the beneficiary’.

The data for 2011 totalled 83 346 rows and amounted to EUR 20 208 249 724. The data for 2012 
totalled 55 329 rows and amounted to EUR 20 493 684 889. There was a small increase in financial 
terms over the previous year but the level of transactions reported decreased considerably (by 
33.6 %).

Could the Commission please state:

1. The number and value of payments excluded on the grounds of being for public procurement 
contracts with a value of less than EUR 15 000;

2. The number and total value of payments excluded on confidentiality grounds;

3. The number and value of payments excluded because both of the above conditions apply.


