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Subject: Missing manufacture and 'use-by' dates on cosmetic products

Cosmetic products must include 'use-by' dates on their packaging, but only in cases where they
should be used within 30 months. According to cosmetics manufacturers, this category almost
exclusively consists of sun care products. Other cosmetic products are not required to provide a
'use-by' date on their packaging, but rather they must include a symbol indicating the period within
which the product should be used once it has been opened.

Consumers are unable to determine when a product was manufactured and for how long it will retain
its declared properties when purchasing a product. It is up to the customer to determine whether or
not a product has expired by examining its properties. 'Use-by' dates are not provided for most purely
cosmetic products, and this includes cosmetic products for children, such as body milk, shampoo and
shower gel. This situation gives rise to uncertainty in consumers with regard to the quality and safety
of the cosmetic products that they buy.

Could the Commission explain if this issue is being addressed? If so, what is the state of play as
regards the process to find a solution?
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