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Question for written answer E-010951/2013
to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative)
Rule 117
Krzysztof Lisek (PPE) and Paweł Zalewski (PPE)

Subject: VP/HR - Relations with Iran - what future?

Since Iran has for years been one of the most difficult EU foreign policy issues, I wish to ask about the 
EEAS’s strategy regarding that country.

Iran is undoubtedly one of the key players, both in political and economic terms, in its region. It has 
also been a source of major problems, as illustrated by its aggressive foreign policy, nuclear 
programme, ongoing human rights violations and drug trafficking. In order to be able to positively 
influence Iran’s policy and ‘behaviour’ in that crucial part of the world, we need an effective 
instrument, an operating body that can report, advise and possibly influence ‘on site’. Given that most 
EU Member States have diplomatic missions in Tehran and there is no longer any EU delegation in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, it would seem advisable and recommendable to establish diplomatic 
relations of some sort with the country. It should in no way be seen as a reward, linked to the action 
currently being taken by the Iranian regime, but as a diplomatic tool that can be used whenever 
important issues arise in order to help shape developments. A permanent representation there would 
significantly help the EU to exert a positive influence on crucial areas of concern such as Iran’s 
nuclear programme, its foreign policy in the region and respect for human rights.

In the light of the above, does the EEAS plan to take any action in the very near future to establish a 
permanent representation in Tehran with a clearly defined mandate which would enable it to address 
the current problems? What are the tools/steps that the EEAS plans to implement/take in order to 
establish our common European presence in Iran?


