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to the Commission
Rule 117
Pino Arlacchi (S&D)

Subject: EU funds granted to Morocco to manage immigration

The EU is providing tens of millions of euros each year to Morocco to control and manage as 
effectively as possible migratory flows towards Europe. Morocco is one of the major transit countries 
for illegal migration to Europe for people coming from sub-Saharan Africa. Most migrants arrive in 
Morocco across the borders with Algeria, Niger and Mali, or by sea from Mauritania, to escape civil 
war or extreme poverty. However, a recent report published by Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 
highlights that Moroccan police constantly violate migrants’ human rights. There has been a steady 
increase of abuse, degrading behaviour and brutality, as well as an unacceptable level of sexual 
violence. Although it is impossible to determine the true extent of this violence, MSF’s data paint an 
alarming picture: between 2010 and 2012, MSF provided treatment to 700 victims of sexual violence. 
The report also states that when the Spanish coastguard is notified of migrants travelling by sea, they 
usually return the boat to the Moroccan authorities. Many of these migrants are then said to be taken 
to the most desolate areas of Morocco or Algeria, and abandoned there. Almost half of the 10 500 
medical consultations carried out in these areas by MSF’s teams between 2010 and 2012 were 
related to poor living conditions. Spain is clearly in breach of the rules on the right to asylum when it 
sends back boats to Morocco’s coasts, and the Moroccan Government seriously violates migrants’ 
human rights by deporting them to inhospitable areas.

1. Is the Commission aware of the facts reported by Médecins Sans Frontières?

2. Should the EU aid granted to Morocco to manage its borders not be subject to strict controls to 
prevent it being used to violate migrants’ rights?

3. Can the Commission consider taking action to ensure that Spain upholds the obligations 
assumed under the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, and that it also 
respects the prohibition of collective expulsions enshrined in Article 4 of Protocol No 4 to the 
European Convention on Human Rights, reiterated in Article 19 of the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the European Union?


