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Subject: Prioritising farm safety

There are over 550 fatal accidents in farming across the EU each year and when these figures are
examined further it becomes apparent that 6 % of the workforce is suffering more than 30 % of the
tragedy in terms of fatalities.

The farm is not a typical work place and, as such, standard health and safety regulations are not
always suitable or relevant. Factoring in the long hours in all weathers, the wide variety of hazards
facing farmers — mechanical, electrical, chemical, biological, as well as respiratory disease and
zoonosis, coupled with the isolated nature of the work — it is apparent that health and safety concerns
in agriculture are not the same as in other sectors. The risk factors are higher and more frequent, and
when it is considered that farms are often not just a place of work but also a family homestead the
risks are multiplied.

It is disappointing that efforts to undertake an own-initiative report in the Parliament on improving farm
safety have been halted, despite the joint commitment of the Agriculture and Employment
committees. Given the importance of this issue for the farming sector and the need to constantly
reform health and safety guidelines to reflect best practice in farming, what measures will the
Commission take to improve the health and safety situation for Europe’s farmers?

Does the Commission consider it beneficial to create a list of indicators to determine how farm safety
can be improved and to facilitate a review of risk assessment measures regarding best farm
practices?

In practical terms, could the Commission ensure that agricultural machinery operators increase safety
features on all farm machinery, and particularly the PTO shaft?

What is the Commission’s position on the establishment of a fund under the Common Agricultural

Policy to assist families affected by farm accidents, and to provide aid to farmers disabled as a result
of farm accidents in terms of the adaption of farm equipment and machinery?
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