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Question for written answer E-011216/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Kartika Tamara Liotard (GUE/NGL)

Subject: Failure to enforce EU pig welfare rules

Recent investigations carried out by the NGO Compassion in World Farming (CiWF) have highlighted 
that virtually not a single one of the 45 pig farms investigated in Italy, Spain, Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Ireland and Cyprus complies with the current animal welfare rules stipulated by Council 
Directive 2008/120/EC. A previous CiWF investigation highlighted that rules stipulated by the same 
directive have also been breached by 74 farms in Germany, Denmark, Hungary, Spain, the UK and 
the Netherlands. This causes pigs to suffer from a lack of space, filthy stalls, a lack of stall enrichment 
and the illnesses and injuries resulting from this.

1. Is the Commission prepared to examine the six recent investigations carried out by CiWF in Italy, 
Spain, Poland, the Czech Republic, Ireland and Cyprus?

2. Does the Commission think that the situation in the stalls visited complies with Directive 
2008/120/EC?

3. How does the Commission view the implementation of Directive 2008/120/EC in the countries 
visited?

4. How does the Commission view the fact that EU rules which came about in 2003 are still not 
being implemented properly 10 years on?

5. Have infringement proceedings already been initiated against Member States due to their failure 
to enforce Directive 2008/120/EC? If not, why not? If so, what practical steps are Member States 
which have had proceedings initiated against them currently taking to guarantee the welfare of 
pigs as soon as possible?

6. Do the enclosed investigations provide the Commission with the opportunity to take further action 
to ensure compliance with existing regulations? If so, what new action will the Commission now 
take?


