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Agnès Le Brun (PPE) and Françoise Grossetête (PPE)

Subject: Onions and shallots

In answer to Question E-005028/2013 on the inclusion of certain allium varieties in the official shallot 
catalogue, the Commission stated that the Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO) had no control 
whatsoever over the inclusion of new varieties in the Common Catalogue of Agricultural Plant Species 
pursuant to the provisions of Directive 2002/55/EC.

Moreover, the Commission stated that it would contact the competent authorities in France and the 
Netherlands to assess the necessity of working on the technical protocol for shallot types.

1. If the CPVO has no control over the inclusion of new varieties in the Common Catalogue of 
Agricultural Plant Species, what institution or what body is responsible for this control and for 
enforcing Directive 2002/55/EC as well as the protocol recognising shallots established in 2005? 
Does the Commission think that this control is sufficient? 

2. Does the Commission now have more information on the failings that led to the inclusion of onion 
varieties in the official shallot catalogue? Were it to be shown that some varieties included in the 
official shallot catalogue were actually onion varieties, how does the Commission plan to enforce 
Directive 2002/55/EC and the protocol recognising shallots?


