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Subject: Reopening of the Nagybánya (Baia Mare) gold mine, which uses cyanide technology

There are currently numerous gold-mining projects in the Carpathian Basin awaiting authorisation, 
most of which are in the hands of foreign (Australian, Canadian, Cypriot, Russian and British) 
concerns.

In addition to the mine in Verespatak in Romania, which is the subject of large-scale protests, 
attention must also be paid to the planned reopening of the gold mine at Nagybánya (Baia Mare), 
which uses cyanide technology and which caused a major cyanide disaster in 2000. From the 
Hungarian point of view, the fact that a fresh disaster at Nagybánya would affect a longer section of 
the River Tisza than one at Verespatak is further cause for concern.

It should also not be forgotten that in 2010 the European Parliament adopted a resolution on a ban on 
the use of cyanide mining technologies, reflecting a political will which the Commission has since then 
failed to implement.

1. Knowing the views and concerns of the residents affected, is the Commission aware of – and is it 
monitoring – the progress of the Nagybánya project, with particular regard to ensuring complete 
compliance with the EU’s environmental standards?

2. In the light of the above-mentioned resolution, and given that gold mining techniques which are 
more environmentally-friendly might be introduced, when will the Commission finally draw up draft 
legislation banning cyanide mining technologies?


