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Subject: Violations of the rights of people with disabilities in Moldova

A recent report by the Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC) in Budapest regarding the
implementation of measures provided for by the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, found that certain fundamental rights are being constantly violated in
psychiatric hospitals in Moldova.

Rooms measuring 40 m? housing 15-20 women, bathrooms and toilets with no toilet paper and
tampons, continuous injections of sedatives and patients forced to stay in bed: these are just some of
the irregularities found following a series of visits to the main health facilities in the country.
Unfortunately, cases of sexual violence and forced abortions must also be added to the list.

Moldovan psychiatric institutions are currently home to approximately 2 200 people with mental
disorders, many of whom do not enjoy even minimum rights simply because they have a disability.

Is the Commission aware of these facts and the circumstances of people with disabilities, women in
particular, in the Republic of Moldova?

Has the Commission raised this issue, or does it intend to do so, during partnership dialogues with
this Eastern European country?
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