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Subject: Follow-up question on benefit and allowance fraud in the Netherlands

On 17 June, Commissioner Andor responded! on behalf of the Commission to written questions
concerning large-scale benefit and allowance fraud in the Netherlands.

The questions were prompted by reports? making clear that Eastern European gangs are committing
large-scale benefit and allowance fraud in the Netherlands. The Dutch Secretary of State for Finance,
Frans Weekers, is on record as saying that it is shocking that benefit and allowance fraud is taking
place on a large scales.

The first question to the Commission asked whether the Commission was aware of the report that
Eastern Europeans are committing large-scale allowance fraud in the Netherlands, as confirmed by
the Dutch Secretary of State for Finance?

The Commission’s response on 17 June 2013 was to state that it had ‘not received any other
information about these allegations’.

According to a report of 17 May 2013 in the Dutch newspaper Volkskrant*, Commissioner Reding
discussed the subject of large-scale fraud at a press conference, while she also went into the detail of
the subject in an interviews.

This raises the following question:
How does the Commission’s denial of knowledge in its response of 17 June 2013 square with the

article* and interview® on 17 May 2013, which irrefutably demonstrate that the Commission was
indeed aware of the cases of fraud?
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