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Question for written answer E-011627/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Mojca Kleva Kekuš (S&D)

Subject: Financial instruments in cohesion policy

The Commission has already committed itself to strengthening the role of financial instruments within 
cohesion policy in the upcoming programming period (2014-2020). Parliament has warmly welcomed 
this initiative on a number of occasions and, in various texts, called for immediate legal clarity and 
increased transparency with regard to the introduction of new, innovative forms of financing.

As one option has always been off-the-shelf financial instruments which regional and local authorities 
still unfamiliar with such instruments would find easier to use, there have been repeated calls for legal 
clarity and the timely introduction of appropriate rules applicable to such off-the-shelf instruments.

1. With less than a year to go before the start of the 2014-2020 programming period, has the 
Commission prepared any such off-the-shelf instruments yet?

2. What channels has the Commission been using to communicate the rules and technicalities 
associated with such off-the-shelf instruments to potential users?

3. How will the Commission promote and incentivise the use of all forms of innovative financial 
instrument in the final year before the start of the 2014-2020 programming period?

4. Can the Commission elaborate on the future of those financial instruments already in operation 
(Jessica, Jeremy and Jasper)? Will they continue to operate in the same way throughout the next 
programming period (2014-2020)?


