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Question for written answer E-011693/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Zbigniew Ziobro (EFD)

Subject: Cases of importing Ukrainian wheat from areas near Chernobyl

Fellow Members Kazimierz Ziobro and Mieczysław Golba from the Subcarpathian region have 
informed me of instances of Ukrainian wheat and rape being imported into Poland from areas 
contaminated by the Chernobyl accident. In 2010, the Ukrainian minister of agriculture reported that 
areas which had been contaminated were starting to be used to grow crops. He said that farmers 
would be able to commence sowing cereals and rape on an area of almost 1.3 million hectares. This 
decision allowed acreage under cultivation, and therefore the amount of crops harvested, to be 
increased. Since this decision was announced, the cereal harvest in Ukraine has grown from around 
39.5 million tonnes in 2010 to around 57 million tonnes in 2013. This has allowed more Ukrainian 
cereals to be exported to European Union Member States, as well as to others. As my fellow member 
Kazimierz Ziobro has said, the import of cheap rape and cereals from Ukraine has had a negative 
impact on purchase prices in Poland.

1. Was the Commission informed about the growing of crops on areas previously contaminated by 
the Chernobyl accident? Is it monitoring these crops?

2. Does the Commission agree with the Ukrainian arguments which confirm the safety of crops 
grown in areas contaminated by the Chernobyl accident for people and animals? What tests 
have been carried out in this matter, and when were they conducted?.

3. Does the Commission intend to continue to monitor crops and agricultural products imported into 
the European Union from third countries?

4. What measures has the Commission taken in order to prevent the import of cereals and rape 
grown in the contaminated areas of Ukraine and Kazakhstan?


