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Question for written answer E-012131/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Sergio Paolo Francesco Silvestris (PPE), Cristiana Muscardini (ECR), Alfredo Antoniozzi (PPE), 
Aldo Patriciello (PPE), Clemente Mastella (PPE), Crescenzio Rivellini (PPE) and Salvatore 
Tatarella (PPE)

Subject: 'Terra dei fuochi' dumping emergency

Between Naples and Caserta, in the so-called ‘Terra dei fuochi’ (‘land of fire’), illegal dumping has 
been taking place for over 30 years. An entire area, including the Domitian coast, the Aversano-
Atellano countryside, the Acerrano-Nolano and Mount Vesuvius area and the city of Naples, has been 
affected by the uncontrolled disposal of solid urban waste and special waste, which is often 
hazardous, with serious consequences for the health of local people, the environment and safety. 
This environmental disaster is part of a broader scenario that was first outlined in a study by the Italian 
Institute of Health, which found that the entire area from Giugliano to Villaricca, right up to the 
Domitian coast, is polluted as a result of the fly tipping and landfill of illegal waste that is subsequently 
burnt. The majority of this waste arrives from businesses in the North of Italy with the help of the 
Camorra and has led to the contamination of the groundwater and 2 000 hectares of surrounding 
agricultural land with toxic sludge, heavy metals and chemicals. According to the Institute of Health, in 
Campania, at the ex-Resit di Giugliano site, the pollution is irreversible – there are 20 km² of ‘dead’ 
land and 220 hectares of polluted land that can never be restored. In this area, the incidence of illness 
has tripled in less than 20 years, with a high rate of tumours, birth defects and epigenetic changes. 
The Italian Ministry for the Environment is about to set up an investigative judicial task force to combat 
these illegal operations with a view to solving the problem and preventing future toxic waste dumping. 

1. In the light of the above, can the Commission say whether it is aware of the ongoing emergency 
in the ‘Terra dei fuochi’ area of the Campania Region?

2. Can it say whether there is any EU funding available to clean up the land that has been subject 
to prolonged pollution for decades?

3. Does the Commission intend to participate in the Italian Ministry for the Environment’s task force, 
which aims to identify suitable and timely steps to be taken to combat the environmental disaster 
in Campania?

4. On the basis of the task force’s findings, does it intend to provide specific funding to clean up the 
areas with high rates of pollution?


