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Subject: The current situation of the Ciudad de la Luz complex in Alicante

The Commission decision of 8 May 2012 set forth the results of the investigation into the funding of 
the Ciudad de la Luz complex by the Valencian Regional Government. It was concluded that the 
EUR 265 million given by the Valencian Regional Government to the Ciudad de la Luz film studios 
was not granted under market conditions and that the beneficiary must return the sum in question. 
The Commission’s communication on recovery policy (OJ C 272/4 of 15 November 2007, p. 4) sets 
down the way in which Commission decisions ordering Member States to recover unlawful and 
incompatible State aid must be enforced. Bearing in mind the financial difficulties faced by the Ciudad 
de la Luz complex, which are reflected in its published accounts and have been highlighted for years 
by the Valencian Court of Auditors, the Commission has informed this Parliament that the complex will 
be unable to return all of the aid, which must be recovered by winding up the complex and selling its 
assets. Ciudad de la Luz seems to have ceased commercial activity in February 2013 and has been 
up for sale ever since. The conditions under which this sale will take place are being negotiated in 
accordance with European legislation to prevent aid from being transferred to the purchaser.

– In the bilateral negotiations held between the Commission and the Spanish Government to settle 
this matter, what role is being played by the Valencian Regional Government as the provider of 
the unlawful State aid?

– What valid solutions has the Valencian Regional Government and/or the Spanish Government 
proposed to resolve the problem?

– What proposals made by Spain or by the Valencian Regional Government have been rejected by 
the Commission because they contravened European competition law?

Although the complex is no longer distorting the market since it has ceased to operate as a film 
studio, it is still obliged to return the unlawfully obtained State aid.

– In view of the above, was the decision to force the complex to cease operating as a film studio 
taken by the Commission or by the Spanish Government?

– If the Ciudad de la Luz complex ultimately proves to be unable to return the public funds due to 
its financial situation, will the Commission impose penalties? If so, which?


