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to the Commission

Rule 117

Peter van Dalen (ECR)

Subject: Standards for the mitten crab

In large parts of the Netherlands it is forbidden to catch the mitten crab due to supposed risks to
public health (from dioxins and PCBs, amongst other things). At present there is only a European
standard covering the white meat of the crab, as a result of which the Dutch Government was able to
introduce its own catch ban based on the brown meat. In all other EU Member States, the brown meat
is not taken into account and the crabs may be caught. With no clear European standard for all edible
parts of the crab at present, there is also no level playing field.

1. Does the Commission agree with me that the current situation, whereby there is no clear
standard covering all edible parts of the mitten crab, is undesirable?

2. The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) is reportedly looking into the desirability of
standardisation in respect of all edible parts of the mitten crab in connection with food safety.
When does the Commission expect a definitive decision in this regard? Is standardisation a given
in time?
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