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Question for written answer E-012830/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Franziska Keller (Verts/ALE) and Barbara Lochbihler (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Free Trade Agreement with Colombia and Peru

 The Free Trade Agreement between the European Union, Peru and Colombia has provisionally 
entered into force. In previous discussions held in Parliament with the Trade Commissioner, he 
assured us that the EU would ensure compliance with the human rights clause considered essential 
to the treaty.

In recent meetings with Colombian human rights defenders they have told us about the continued 
increase in the instances of murder of human rights defenders and leaders of land restitution 
processes. Indeed, the ‘We Are Defenders’ programme (Programa Somos Defensores) has reported 
that there were 49 murders of human rights defenders in 2011, 69 in 2012, and 52 in the first nine 
months of 2013. Fifty-two. The most recent case was the killing of small-scale farming and 
environment leader Cesar García, who opposed the construction of a mining project in his region, on 
Saturday 2 November 2013.

We would like to know what concrete monitoring mechanism the Commission is planning to 
implement; with which benchmarks; how regularly it is planning to activate this mechanism; and how 
civil society will be involved in this monitoring process. We would also like to know what criteria will be 
used to decide whether measures will be implemented in cases of human rights violations, at what 
stage the EU will implement such measures and what these measures will be.

Moreover, how will the Commission follow up on the roadmap on human, labour and environmental 
rights and secure its implementation? Who exactly is in charge of monitoring?


