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Subject: If the degree of civilisation in a society can be judged by entering its prisons, Europe can 
be said to be a civilised society

After the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights of 8 January 2013 on overcrowding in 
Italian prisons, possible ways of solving to the problem are being explored in Italy.

In view of the great importance that the Commission rightly attaches to respect for prisoners’ 
fundamental rights, it should look into the possibility of presenting an all-inclusive report on the prison 
situation in the EU.

That analysis should, above all, aim to give an accurate picture of the prison situation in the 28 
Member States in terms of:

– the number of prisoners, age groups, percentage of men/women, citizenship; percentage of 
types of crimes, per category; deaths and suicides in prisons;

– the number of existing prisons, with their capacities; prisoners’ entitlements to education, work 
and socialising – whether all prisoners are entitled or only some, and what percentage; in which 
countries are their alternative punishments to prison, what are they and under what conditions; 
prison staff per inmate;

– average daily cost per inmate, country by country;

– pre-trial detention in the various countries, how long it lasts, under what conditions and for how 
long is it permitted; any separate facilities just for pre-trial detention;

– youth custody facilities and conditions;

– whether there are facilities known as secure psychiatric hospitals in all countries, and under what 
conditions;

– whether there are separate facilities for prisoners convicted of drug-related crimes (treatment 
communities or other).

1. In view of Framework Decisions 2008/909/JHA, 2008/947/JHA and 2009/829/JHA, which create 
a single European area for detention-related problems, and the Green Paper on detention 
conditions in the European Union, does the Commission not think that it is now time to follow up 
on their conclusions, giving an overview of the current prison situation and even envisaging a 
way to promote the social reintegration of ex-prisoners and their chance to repay their debt to 
society through commitment and work?

2. Are there any common positions between the Member States with regard to how to solve 
problems related to the current use of pre-trial detention? Does the Commission not think it 
should consider criteria to harmonise rules in order to standardise the way in which this legal 
instrument is used?


