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Subject: Humanitarian corridor for refugees

The latest tragedies that have occurred off Lampedusa have once again sounded the alarm
concerning mass migration across the Mediterranean Sea, which, according to estimates by the
International Organisation for Migration, has caused at least 20 000 deaths.

This humanitarian tragedy of enormous proportions, caused by flight from conflict zones, such as
Syria and Eritrea, involves growing numbers of people eligible for political asylum and requires
immediate action by the European institutions.

On this point, Article 78 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) governs the
status of refugees, in accordance with the provisions of the Geneva Convention of 28 July 1951 and
the Protocol of 31 January 1967. Under this provision, people eligible for asylum have the right to
settle in one of the Member States of the European Union.

Furthermore, the above-mentioned article of the TFEU authorises the EU to adopt measures for a
common European asylum system comprising, inter alia, a uniform status of asylum and a uniform
status of subsidiary protection for nationals of third countries who are in need of international
protection, but above all in this case, partnership and cooperation with third countries for the purpose
of managing inflows of people applying for asylum or subsidiary or temporary protection.

In addition to this, EU secondary legislation (Directive 2003/9/EC, Directive 2011/95/EU, Regulation
(EC) No 1560/2003 and Regulation (EU) No 439/2010) has in fact established a uniform status for
refugees or for persons eligible for subsidiary protection and has defined the content of the protection
granted. This includes the possibility of a residence permit and travel documents being issued and,
not least, the recognition of freedom of movement.

In view of the above, how does the Commission intend to tackle the problem at its root and, in
particular, will the Commission take the appropriate steps, on the basis of both existing law and law in
the process of being developed, to set up a humanitarian corridor from North Africa for refugees, in
order to curb or, preferably, end the spate of tragedies in the Mediterranean?
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