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Subject: Ensuring full freedom of movement within the EU for Bulgarian and Romanian citizens
after 1 January 2014

The restrictions on free access to the labour market of all European Union Member States for
Bulgarian and Romanian citizens are to be lifted on 1 January 2014. In this connection, there are
fears in certain Member States that there will be increased levels of unemployment and “social
tourism” associated with the influx of immigrants from Bulgaria and Romania.

However, a study by the Commission on 14 October 2013 about the effect that the mobility of citizens
has had on social security systems of Member States suggests that immigrants from Bulgaria and
Romania are not a burden on the social security system of any state where they have been to date,
and that they bring added value to the development of the single market in the EU.

Despite the aforementioned data on the subject, there has been increasing speculation which not only
sows baseless fears but also leads to hostile attitudes among the local population in Member States.

Is the Commission going to provide measures to ensure that after 1 January 2014 the legal right to full
freedom of movement for Bulgarian and Romanian citizens in the EU will not be hindered by
discriminatory practices (legal or illegal) in EU Member States which have maintained restrictions to
date?
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