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Liam Aylward (ALDE)

Subject: Safety of imported toys

Toys imported from third countries fall into the hands of a substantial number of the EU’s 80 million
children. Could the Commission provide information on what it is doing to ensure that toys
manufactured in countries outside the EU comply with safety requirements and with the provisions of
the Toy Safety Directive?

On 25 September 2012, the Dutch Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority and China’s General
Administration of Quality, Supervision and Quarantine signed an agreement on cooperation in the
field of toy safety. This agreement will result in the reduction of toys not complying with safety
requirements arriving into the EU via the port of Rotterdam, the most important international seaport in
the EU. Does the Commission intend to conclude similar agreements with China in relation to other
international EU ports? Could the Commission provide information on the possibility of introducing a
common system of control and standards for toys in both China and the EU, as well as in other
countries which manufacture toys on a reasonably substantial scale?
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