
1010798.EN PE 524.105

Question for written answer E-013219/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Amalia Sartori (PPE)

Subject: Competitive impact of European legislation on the aluminium sector

In its 2012 communication on industrial policy (COM(2012)0582), the Commission announced the 
launch of a review of the cumulative costs of European legislation on the aluminium sector, 
recognising the sector’s fundamental role for the EU’s industrial value chain and the significant 
competitive pressures to which the sector is exposed internationally.

The final review, published on 6 November 2013, shows that these costs are, in fact, very high (11 % 
of total production costs) and that the EU’s energy and climate policies are in the main responsible for 
them. Since aluminium is a raw material whose price is determined on global markets, and is 
therefore unable to pass on these additional costs, the situation has a clear impact on the sector’s 
competitiveness. All this has an effect on the industrial value chain as a whole, with consequences for 
the survival of many firms in the sector, particularly small and medium-sized enterprises.

1. What measures will the Commission put forward to combat the impacts on competitiveness 
weighing upon the most exposed sectors, which cannot transfer the costs downstream, 
particularly in the context of the proposal on climate and energy policies for 2030?

2. How does the Commission intend to give legal recognition to the special case of industries with 
high electricity consumption, to ensure that they can have access to competitive energy prices 
and are therefore able to reinvest in Europe?

3. In the context of the emissions trading scheme (ETS) market review, does the Commission 
intend to set up a Europe-wide scheme to compensate the indirect costs of the ETS to energy 
prices and to supply full compensation in all Member States?

4. Does the Commission intend to submit these proposals with a view to the European Council 
planned for February 2014, on the subject of industrial growth?


