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to the Commission
Rule 117
Jean-Pierre Audy (PPE)

Subject: EU cooperation with the Arab Republic of Egypt in the period 2007-2013

The European Union has allocated around EUR 1 billion to Egypt for the period 2007-2013, broken 
down as follows: 60 % as budget support to the Egyptian Government and 40 % under projects 
chosen by mutual agreement with the Egyptian authorities. The legal basis for this funding has 
predominantly been the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI), and much 
more modest sums have been made available to civil society organisations under the European 
Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR).

Funding granted under the ENPI is conditional upon respect for democracy and human rights 
(Article 28 of Regulation (EC) No 1638/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
24 October 2006 laying down general provisions establishing a European Neighbourhood and 
Partnership Instrument).

The European Court of Auditors has investigated EU cooperation with Egypt in the field of 
governance in Special Report No 4/2013, submitted pursuant to Article 287(4)(2) of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union.

Some of the Court’s comments are particularly worrying: few results achieved before the uprising, 
dialogue but little action on human rights and democracy, no public finance management reform plan, 
major shortcomings in public finance management not tackled, and little progress in fighting 
corruption. The Court notes that little has changed since the uprising.

In addition to these poor results, there is also the problem of non-compliance with the conditions in 
respect of democracy and human rights laid down by the ENPI Regulation.

When the Court’s report was being presented to Parliament’s Committee on Budgetary Control, I 
asked whether the funding allocated under the ENPI complied with the applicable legislation.

The official representing the Commission said that it did comply and the member of the Court said that 
it did not.

In this context, can the Commission say whether ENPI legislation has been correctly applied within 
the framework of funding allocated under EU-Egypt cooperation for the period 2007-2013 and, if not, 
what penalties does it plan to impose if EU law has been breached?


