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Subject: Rice imports from Least Developed Countries

The rice sector is a socio-economic driver for entire European regions. From 2009 the rapid increase 
in zero duty imports from Least Developed Countries (LDCs) has been compressing EU prices, 
seriously jeopardising the maintenance of Indica rice crops.

In 2009-2010, imports of cultivated rice from LDCs tripled compared to 2008. In 2012-2013, these 
imports exceeded those of Thailand, which for years had been the top exporter of cultivated rice to 
the EU. In the first seven months of 2013, out of a total import from LDCs of approximately 169 000 
tonnes, 161 000 tonnes came from Cambodia (95% of the import total from LDCs), 41 000 tonnes of 
which was already packaged.

If the price of EU rice were to be adjusted to the same level as the price of imports from Cambodia, 
rice growers would not even be able to cover the costs of production, which would have serious 
economic, social and environmental repercussions.

Article 22 of Regulation (EU) No 978/2012 provides that from 1 January 2014 if increases in duty-free 
imports from LDCs ‘cause or threaten to cause serious difficulties’, ‘normal Common Customs Tariff 
duties on that product may be reintroduced’ (the safeguard clause in Article 20 of Regulation (EC) 
No 732/2008). Article 24 provides that where there is sufficient evidence for this, ‘the Commission 
shall investigate whether the normal Common Customs Tariff duties should be reintroduced’. 
Regulation (EU) No 1083/2013 allows for the ex officio initiation of investigations by the Commission if 
there is ‘sufficient prima facie evidence that the conditions for imposing the safeguard measure set 
out in Article 22(1) of GSP Regulation are met’.

Does the Commission agree that the current EU paddy prices do not cover the cost of production to 
growers?

Is the Commission aware that the dramatic increase in imports from Cambodia is creating 
disturbances in the market for rice cultivated in the EU, undermining the profitability of producers and 
leading to a drastic decrease in the area under rice cultivation in the EU in the next season (February 
2014)?

Does the Commission intend to intervene as a matter of urgency, using all the measures provided for 
under EU legislation (the safeguard clause, surveillance measures, investigations, etc.), to ensure 
that the special arrangements for the generalised system of preferences applied in favour of LDCs 
(especially with regard to Cambodia) do not continue to cause serious difficulties for Union rice 
producers?


