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Rule 117
Vicente Miguel Garcés Ramón (S&D)
Subject:	The Community of Valencia (Spain) in the RCI 2013
As reported in the media, the latest EU Regional Competitiveness Index, RCI 2013, ranks the Comunidad Valenciana (Community of Valencia) 182nd out of the 262 regions studied, 14 positions down on 3 years before. Of the nine pillars analysed in the study, the Community of Valencia is above the average for all regions only in two, health and higher education, and this is due to removal from the study of the analysis of the ratio of hospital beds to population and of the higher education drop-out rate.
There is statistical evidence (the Community of Valencia Budgets) that these two pillars of competitiveness (health and education) are having their budgets cut in the Region of Valencia and that, as the RCI 2013 study shows, investment in R&D&I is well below the European average.
In view of the above, I would like to ask:
1.	Has the Commission considered an incentive scheme for investment in competitiveness in the Region of Valencia?
2.	Will the Commission urge regional and state governments to increase their investment in the basic pillars of competitiveness identified in the above-mentioned report?
3.	What is the Commission’s opinion of reduced investment in education and health by the Community of Valencia and the Spanish Government?
4.	What reason can the Commission find for the removal from the RCI report of the hospital beds to population ratio and of the higher education drop-out rate?
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