Question for written answer E-013906/2013
to the Commission

Rule 117

Robert Sturdy (ECR)

Subject: EU competition law and mobile application market

The EU has strong competition law that prevents the abuse of a dominant market position. These
rules have been effective in ensuring fair competition on the EU internal market. Many cases have
been launched involving companies suspected of breaching these laws, including in the information
technology sector. For example, large technology companies such as Microsoft have been found to
have abused their dominant position on the PC operating system market.

| am concerned that a similar abuse of dominant position is occurring on the mobile phone application
market. Apple currently prevents users from downloading competing mobile applications onto their
iPhones. For example, Apple has recently removed the HMV application because it allows music to
be purchased for download in competition with its own application, iTunes.

Is the Commission aware of this situation, and has it looked into the matter?

Which EU competition laws apply in this case?

Is Apple in breach of EU competition law? If so, how?
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