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Subject: Water management in the EU - over-abstraction of water

In November 2013, the groups Ecologistas en Acción, Aigua és Vida, Som lo que Sembrem, Grup de 
Defensa del Ter, Plataforma de Defensa del Ebro, Marea Azul del Sur, Red Agua Pública and 
Ingenieros sin Fronteras presented the document entitled ‘Proposals for improved water management 
in the EU’.

According to the Blueprint to safeguard Europe’s water resources, the second most common pressure 
on EU ecological status stems from over-abstraction of water, and this may be due to ‘over-allocating 
water to users in a river basin due to an overestimation of the available amounts, or to economic or 
political pressure’, as well as to ‘illegal abstraction’.

Since there is no EU definition of ‘ecological flow’, the plan points to the need to determine ecological 
flow, which it defines as ‘the amount of water required for the aquatic ecosystem to continue to thrive 
and provide the services we rely upon’.

With regard to ‘illegal abstraction’ the plan states that it is for Member States to address this.

Does the Commission believe that EU legislation should include provisions requiring that:

1. the Water Framework Directive (WFD) include a definition of ecological flow that is easy to 
understand, verify and apply, and that ‘ecological flows’ should refer to flows that make it 
possible to achieve good ecological status of watercourses and to maintain at least the fish life 
and vegetation of the associated banks?

2. ecological flows be determined and complied with, without regard to the different uses of the 
water (i.e. that no use should be given more consideration than others, except for a restriction 
prior to other uses, with the exception of basic supply to populations that are already 
established)?

3. it be considered mandatory to detect and eliminate instances of illegal abstraction?

4. Member States maintain an information record of spatial data, which is fully accessible to the 
public, identifying irrigation perimeters, the water resources allocated to them and their origin, so 
that any citizen may check on the existence, extent and allocation of water and the 
characteristics of any perimeter?


