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Question for written answer E-000235/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Fiorello Provera (EFD) 

Subject: VP/HR - Implications of the Moroccan fisheries deal for EU policy with regard to Israel 

The EU-Morocco Fisheries Agreement which Parliament voted on in late November 2013 recognises 
Moroccan ‘jurisdiction’ over the region of Western Sahara. This is strongly opposed by the political 
representatives of the Western Saharan people (Sahrawi). Moreover, the EU and the UN do not 
recognise Western Sahara as part of the territory of the Kingdom of Morocco. Under the new 
agreement, the EU will pay money to Morocco to fish in both Moroccan and Western Saharan waters. 

The EU recently outlined, in its guidelines on Israeli entities in the West Bank, that, under international 
law, not a single euro may go towards the funding of Israeli activities outside Israel’s sovereign 
borders, i.e. the territories captured during the war of 1967. However, the EU is not adopting the same 
position regarding Moroccan activities in Western Sahara, even though the UN has declared it to be 
an occupied territory. 

1. Could the Vice-President / High Representative provide some information on the legal differences 
between the EU’s policies towards Israel and Morocco with regard to the example of Western 
Sahara and the EU funding guidelines relating to the West Bank? 

2. Does the VP/HR believe that steps need to be taken to reassess EU policy with regard to Israel 
where the funding guidelines are concerned? 

3. Some press reports have suggested that because Western Sahara is listed as a 
‘non-self-governing entity’ by the UN Special Committee on Decolonization, it is therefore not 
occupied. Does this mean that the EU regards the West Bank as a self-governing territory? 

4. What steps have been taken by the VP/HR to ensure that native Western Saharans will benefit 
from this latest agreement signed with Morocco? 

 


