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Question for written answer E-000483/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Sergio Paolo Francesco Silvestris (PPE), Raffaele Baldassarre (PPE), Alfredo Antoniozzi (PPE), 

Paolo Bartolozzi (PPE), Lara Comi (PPE), Paolo De Castro (S&D), Susy De Martini (ECR), 

Clemente Mastella (PPE), Erminia Mazzoni (PPE), Alfredo Pallone (PPE), Mario Pirillo (S&D), 

Licia Ronzulli (PPE), Crescenzio Rivellini (PPE) and Salvatore Tatarella (PPE) 

Subject: High-speed on the Adriatic rail line 

In Italy the rail network is owned by the Group Ferrovie dello Stato Spa, a company 100% controlled by 
the Ministry of Economy and Finance. However, the public infrastructure falls into two parts: the 
Tyrrhenian side has high-speed rail and the Adriatic side only has outdated lines. For example, it takes 
4 hours 40 minutes to travel the 846 km from Naples to Milan at a ticket cost of 95 euro, whereas it 
takes 5 hours 35 minutes to cover the 650 kilometres from Bari to Bologna at a ticket cost of 71.50 
euro. 

In fact the standard tariff across the entire nationwide network is 11 cents per kilometre, irrespective of 
the speed or type of rail line. This scandalous situation, which divides Italy into two and penalises the 
inhabitants of the regions facing the Adriatic, has been denounced by the Gazzetta del Mezzogiorno 
and attracted opposition from the public (over 15 000 signatures have been obtained) and mayors and 
presidents of the Adriatic Region across the board. Consumer associations are also up in arms and 
preparing for a class action.  

In the light of the above, can the Commission clarify whether: 

1. given the parity of cost to the passenger, this disparity of treatment breaches European legislation 
on the rights of rail passengers, in particular the right not to be discriminated against in access to 
transport under Regulation (EC) No.  1371/2007; 

2. the obsolete infrastructure of the Adriatic rail corridor conflicts with the principles which inspired 
the Commission's communication of 17 September 2010 relating to the development of a Single 
European Railway Area [COM(2010)0474]; 

3. the Commission is aware of the marked disparity between rail networks on the Adriatic side and 
rail networks in Northern Italy and the Tyrrhenian side and is therefore proposing to take action to 
remedy this situation of inequality, possibly under the VII Framework Programme should funding 
be available to modernise this rail network? 

 


