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Question for written answer E-000535/2014 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 117 

Fiorello Provera (EFD) 

Subject: VP/HR - UAE plans for compulsory military service 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) recently announced that it plans to introduce compulsory military 
service. A law was endorsed by the government which will require men over the age of 18 (or those 
who have finished high school) and under the age of 30 to complete military training. The UAE’s Prime 
Minister, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, announced that men who have finished high 
school will serve for nine months, while those without a high school diploma will serve for two years. 
Women may be allowed to join on a voluntary basis. 

According to a number of military observers in the region, the UAE has chosen to introduce 
conscription in order to maintain stability. Over the years, the UAE has procured a considerable 
amount of military systems. At present, the UAE forces have 51 000 personnel, comprising an army of 
44 000, a navy of 2 500 and an air force of 4 500. 

While the UAE does not face any immediate security threats, it has experienced tension with Iran over 
three disputed islands in the Strait of Hormuz. What is more, in light of regional problems that have 
emerged since 2011, it is likely that the UAE authorities thought it wise to implement a system of 
military conscription. 

1. What is the Vice-President / High Representative’s position on the UAE’s decision to introduce 
conscription? 

2. Is the VP/HR concerned that the UAE’s decision could serve to increase tension with Iran and in 
particular with Iran’s Revolutionary Guards in the Strait of Hormuz? 

3. Does the EU intend to support the training of the UAE’s new conscription force? In other words, 
does it intend to send military trainers and advisers? 

 


