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Subject: Failure to comply with Commission Directive 2003/91/EC regarding the inclusion of 
varieties of seed shallots 

Since 2005, the inclusion of new varieties of shallots, first in national then in European catalogues, 
has been subject to EU regulation. This is based on the one hand on a precise technical protocol – 
CVPO protocol TP 46/2 which was updated on 1 April 2009 – but on the other on Article 1 of Directive 
2003/91/EC, which states that the inclusion in national catalogues of new varieties is the responsibility 
of Member States, which shall ensure that the CVPO protocol in question is properly complied with. 

Yet it appears that certain varieties of seed shallots included in the Dutch catalogue definitely do not 
meet the conditions set out in the protocol. This relates to the varieties Conservor, Picador, Armador, 
Camelot, Ambition and Obelisk, which should be classified in the onion catalogue. Experimental tests 
conducted in France by GEVES, the public body which carries out the tests required by European 
legislation when new varieties are registered, prove this and are available to the Commission. 

The infringements observed raise several questions which we put to the Commission: 

1. The protocol is sufficiently clear and precise to enable varieties to be classified easily and without 
doubt. However, it is questionable whether Member States  are checking that the protocol is 
being correctly applied. How does the Commission, the guardian of Community law, verify 
compliance with the rules on inclusion in the case of the variety shallot and in particular with the 
protocol relating thereto? 

2. These varieties, which are wrongly entered in the shallot catalogue and unfairly enjoy CVPO 
protection, are currently widely sold within the Union and outside countries, and the product of 
their culture circulates illegally under the name shallot. Consumers are being duped and 
defrauded. What does the Commission intend doing with regard to consumers’ right to protection 
against the infringing State? 

3. The damage caused affects consumers and the whole of the traditional shallot industry. The 
Dutch production method is less onerous, especially in terms of labour, and could rapidly destroy 
the traditional shallot sector and biodiversity. Failure to comply with legislation on the sale of 
plant varieties indirectly affects the rules of European competition. What does the Commission 
propose doing to rectify this? How does it intend to simultaneously limit the loss of biodiversity, a 
vital element in the promotion of sustainable development? 

 


